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501c3 Civic Engagement 
Guidance 
 

This section offers resources that 
clarify, broadly, how sexual assault 
coalitions and other non-profits can 
do social change work. None of the 

guidance in these resources is a 
substitute for legal advice specific to 
each coalition’s circumstances.  

• RSP’s “Yes, You Can Lobby” (in 
English and Spanish): 
http://www.resourcesharingpr
oject.org/yes-you-can-lobby-
s%C3%AD-las-coaliciones-
pueden-cabildear 
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• Bolder Advocacy: 
https://bolderadvocacy.org/ 

 
• National Latin@ Network: 

https://nationallatinonetwork.
org/policy-action/policy-
101/non-profits-a-lobbying 
 

• Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
policy on political engagement: 
https://www.irs.gov/charities-
non-profits/charitable-
organizations/the-restriction-
of-political-campaign-
intervention-by-section-501c3-
tax-exempt-organizations 
 

• Bolder Advocacy Webinar for 
Sexual Assault Coalitions 
(2020): 
https://zoom.us/rec/play/RwVI
wCytzw3PpC6cB2ywZLO8bMBa
p-
s7y5KBYdytmhEu39vXnxvS02kc
DJX2zDb1EzZ_P3NoTYGruEJu.y
6utDqM6YinFP4y8?startTime=
1601402740000&_x_zm_rtaid=
UTA_unhLRNiuIPkTj1y6Eg.1604
358749282.606871f4710fa617
c255d57b33b1825d&_x_zm_rh
taid=920 

 

Coalition Examples 
This section offers examples of what 
sexual assault coalitions have done to 
support civic engagement in the past. 

 
• Jane Doe, Inc.’s “Multiple 

Truths: Survivorship in the 
2020 Election” panel recording: 
https://youtu.be/Kjp13C5Uvz0 
 

• Virginia Sexual and Domestic 
Violence Action Alliance’s 
Building Thriving Communities 
Toolkit: 
https://www.communitysoluti
onsva.org/index.php/resources
/item/building-thriving-
communities-toolkit 
 

• Arizona Coalition to End Sexual 
& Domestic Violence 2018 
Voter Registration Toolkit: 
https://www.acesdv.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/09/Vot
er-Registration-Tool-Kit-
Final.pdf 
 

• New Hampshire Coalition 
Against Domestic and Sexual 
Violence’s First in the Nation 
Presidential Candidate Sessions 
(videos): 

https://bolderadvocacy.org/
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https://www.youtube.com/pla
ylist?list=PLaCI0l-
0VsS6mvRXT2iITFMkYz0x2qDP
5 
 

• Idaho Coalition Against Sexual 
and Domestic Violence’s Our 
Gender Revolution Toolkit: 
https://idvsa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/OGR
_Social-Change-to-End-Gender-
Violence-guide.pdf 
 

• Kansas Coalition Against Sexual 
and Domestic Violence 
Community Organizing Toolkit: 
https://www.kcsdv.org/learn-
more/resources/brochures/co
mmorgtoolkit/ 
 

 

Community Organizing 
and Other Forms of Social 
Change 
This section offers resources for 
coalitions to better understand 
different community organizing 
strategies. 

• Peter Levine’s blog post, A 
Community Organizing Primer: 

https://peterlevine.ws/?p=570
8 
 

• Minority Rights Group 
International’s Types and 
Traditions of Community 
Organizing: 
https://www.minorityrightscou
rse.org/mod/page/view.php?id
=5682 
 

• Iowa and Minnesota Campus 
Compact’s Social Change 
Wheel 2.0 Toolkit: 
https://mncampuscompact.org
/wp-
content/uploads/large/sites/30
/2020/07/IAMNCC-Social-
Change-Wheel-2.0-Toolkit.pdf  
 

• Interaction Institute for Social 
Change’s Organizing or 
Mobilizing? blog post: 
https://interactioninstitute.org
/organizing-or-mobilizing/ 
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Resources on Integrating 
Civic Engagement into 
On-going Work 
This section offers resources on how 
coalitions can build long-term 
capacity for more effective civic 
engagement work. 

• How Organizations Can Ensure 
Survivors’ Voices Are Heard 
This Election Season: 
https://dvawareness.org/node
/68 
 

• National Council of La Raza’s 
Integrating Civic Engagement 
Into Service Delivery 
Organizations toolkit: 
https://issuu.com/nclr/docs/47
660_file_service_civic_particip
ation_toolkit_fin/11?e=187100
4/6545608 
 

• Building Movement Project’s 
Nonprofit Service 
Organizations and Civic 
Engagement – Addressing 
Challenges and Moving 
Forward: 
https://www.racialequitytools.
org/resourcefiles/buildingmov
ementproject2.pdf 

 
• Building Movement Project’s 

Nonprofits Integrating 
Community Engagement 
Guide: 
https://buildingmovement.org/
wp-
content/uploads/2019/08/Non
profits-Integrating-Community-
Engagement-Guide.pdf 

 

 

 

 

This project was supported by Grant No. 
2016-TA-AX-K032 awarded by the Office on 
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department 

of Justice. The opinions, findings, 
conclusions, and recommendations 

expressed in this publication are those of 
the authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Department of Justice, 

Office on Violence Against Women.
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